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layman of the British North American Colony, New Jersey,
John Woolman (1723-72), was the first' abolitionist/ the first
to set himself actively against negro slavery. His Journal shows
a simple, devout, truthful man, earnest in God's service, wholly
disinterested and unworldly. It is a religious and literary classic.
France was a Roman Catholic country. The Huguenots or
Protestants, reformes or religionnaires (all these terms meant
the same thing), enjoyed no legal tolerance in France. Some-
times their worship was savagely repressed; in the latter part
of the eighteenth century they were, for the most part, left
in peace, in the general spread of enlightenment and free-
thinking. Necker, one of the last and best statesmen of the
ancien regime, was a Protestant.
The legally recognized French Church, the Roman Catholic,
rested, like the whole ancien regime, on privilege. The Church
was largely exempt from taxation; the clergy paid even less taxes
than the nobles. The wealth of the Church in France, com-
prising land, rents, and tithe, amounted to about 180,000,000
livres a year (£7,200,000). Travellers noted the opulent, sub-
stantial aspect of the great ecclesiastical foundations, an abbey
with its massive walls and numerous buildings, its extensive
and well-kept enclosures, its stately cloisters, its comfortable,
if somewhat austere, guest-house, its spacious and sumptuously
ornamented church.1
The moral and intellectual condition of the clergy was, on
the whole, respectable. The cure, or priest of the parish, the
most numerous and naturally the most influential class of
clergy, lived, in the country at any rate, much in the same
style as the lesser English country clergy. The house of the
cure was usually the biggest in the village, close to the church,
surrounded by a large garden, perhaps with stables and a barn.
The priest was generally a man of decent morals, attentive to
his duties, fairly well read. He was the son of a small bourgeois
or of a small farmer, was trained in a seminary for priests,
was appointed to his parish by the bishop or by an abbey or by
1 P. de la Gorce, Histotre religieuse de la revolution franfoke (1921), vol. i>
PP. 7-8.

